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In his previous books, bestselling author 
Jon Katz first introduces the reader to 

the dogs of Bedlam Farms.  You do not 
have to have read these books, though, 
to become engrossed in this moving 
story about the depth of the connection 
between humans and animals.  In the 
author’s own words, ““this book is about 
small things, like getting a new dog that 
changes your outlook. And about big 
things, like having a dog lead you places 
you never imagined going.” 

The story begins with Katz rescuing Izzy, 
an abandoned Border Collie who had been 
turned down by others because he was too 
dirty, too hyper, and had never lived with 
people.  Katz saw something special in this 
dog.  Little did he know that taking Izzy 
home was going to be the beginning of an 
amazing journey, which was later comple-
mented by the arrival of a bright-eyed black 
Labrador Retriever puppy named Lenore, 
also dubbed “The Hound of Love”.

Izzy and Jon train to be hospice vol-
unteers.  Izzy’s intuitive and affectionate 
nature makes him a natural at bringing 
comfort and canine companionship to 
dying patients in private homes and nurs-
ing facilities in upstate New York. What 
transpires between Izzy and these patients 
is pure love that defies explanation.  An 
Alzheimer’s patient smiles for the first 
time in months when she is able to feel 

Izzy’s soft head under her hands.  A ter-
minal cancer patient joyfully remembers 
his own beloved dog from long ago each 
time Izzy comes to visit.  As Izzy ministers 
to the patients and Katz gets to know their 
families, the author also starts to confront 
his own past and descent into depression.  

Enter Lenore, she of the exuberant 
personality and endless capacity for 
affection.  Not only does her loving pres-
ence help move Katz out of the valley of 
the shadows and reignite his passion for 
working with the dogs, it also restores his 
connection with the farm and the people 
and animals around him.

The book is a beautifully written cel-
ebration of the connection between dogs 
and humans, and the ability of a special 
dog (or two) to transform lives.  And if 
you didn’t get enough of Izzy and Lenore 
after reading this wonderful book, you 
can follow their lives on Jon Katz’ Bedlam 
Farm Journal blog where he shares his 
thoughts along with moving photographs.
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Search With Your Heart

We all have the best of intentions and 
most of us try to make donations to our 
favorite pet-related charities from time 
to time. These dedicated foundations 
and organizations are hurting now more 
than ever for funding to help the many 
animals that touch their lives daily. 
What if you could help these organiza-
tions simply by searching the Internet?  
GoodSearch.com was founded in 2005 
for just this purpose. You use  
GoodSearch exactly as you would any 
other search engine, but the big differ-
ence is that 50 percent of the revenue 
it generates is donated to charities and 
schools designated by you—the user. 
Goodsearch is powered by Yahoo!, so 
you can rest assured that you are getting 
back high-quality results every time.

Its very easy to get started. On the 
GoodSearch.com homepage, choose 
from thousands of exsisting organiza-
tions or add your favorite cause to the 
list. Search the Internet just like you 
normally would — and fifty percent of 
the revenue generated from advertis-
ers is shared with the charity, school or 
nonprofit organization of your choosing. 
Each time you perform a search on 
GoodSearch.com, your designated char-
ity earns money. The more searches you 
perform, the more your charity makes. 
Add up the thousands of others who 
have selected the same charity and you 
can see that it begins to make a real 
difference.

Make sure to bookmark the search 
engine in your web browser, to use it 
every day, and tell family members and 
friends so they can use this tool to sup-
port their favorite causes too.
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Sterling Silver pet charms make a unique piece of wearable 
art for you or your dog. Sandi [last name???] of Tiny Tokens 
Designs is a stay-at-home mom with three children, and 
says she has been creating jewelry since she was a child. 
“About three years ago I decided to get serious about my 
jewelry and began selling it online. Designing jewelry has 
been a way for me to express my creativity,” she adds.

Sandi’s custom charms are hand stamped using individ-
ual letter stamping tools, therefore no two are exactly alike. 
Lettering may not be perfectly straight and spacing may 
vary, which adds to the appeal of a custom piece. Prices 
start at 12.00 and are shipped from Brentwood, CA.


